Recommendations

Kotumsar Cave is a unique Karst Wetland which harbours highly endemic fauna including globally unique taxa.
While Kotumsar has not yet been explored adequately and systematically, there are many other caves in the
Kanger Valley Naional Park which together may turnout to be a biodiversity paradise given the Gondwana heritage
of the area. Ecophysiological studies on the cave loach, Nemacheilus evezardi have yielded interesting insights into
their biology and further investigations on cave fauna are expected to be more rewarding.

Kotumsar and other caves deserve to be conserved as our natural heritage and as international important karst
wetlands under the Ramsar Convention. They need comprehensive research on all aspects and a proper
management plan to proptect them against human pressures both within and outside the caves.

The Values of karst wetlands are numerous. In accordance with Article 2.2 of the Ramsar Convention, “wetlands
should be selected for the list on account of their international significance in terms of biology, botany, zoology,
limnology or hydrology”. From this perspective the principal wetland conservation values of karst and other
subterranean hydrological systems include:

a) Uniqueness of karst phenomena/functions and functioning;

b) Inter-dependency and fragility of karst systems and their hydrological and hydrogeological characteristics;
¢) Uniqueness of these ecosystems and endemism of their species;

d) Importance for conserving particular taxa of fauna and flora.
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